
March 14, 2020 
 
Dear Garden City School Community, 
 
Yesterday, I was informed that a community member has a confirmed case of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19). The family is following the quarantine protocol.  To date, no students or staff have 
been diagnosed with the illness. Although I was in contact with the Nassau County Department of 
Health yesterday, they did not direct me to close our schools.  However, out of an abundance of 
caution and in consideration of this new information, all Garden City Public Schools will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday, March 16 and 17.   I will reassess the situation and may close the remainder 
of the week.  I will inform our parents by Monday evening.  Our custodial staff will continue to 
thoroughly clean and disinfect all buildings, as outlined in my previous communication.   
 
We recognize the inconvenience the closure poses to our community and we thank you for your 
understanding, patience and flexibility. While I know the closure is a disruption, it is important to 
remember that every step we take is intended to put the safety of our children and community 
first, and participate in an effort to contain the virus. Understanding that this is a fluid situation 
that changes as we learn more each day, I would encourage you to make contingency plans for 
possible further closing.  
 
We are waiting for further guidance from the New York State Education Department on how 
coronavirus-related closures will be “counted” toward the mandatory days we must be in session 
for the year.  For Monday and Tuesday, we will be using 2 of our three unused emergency (snow) 
days. If we need to close additional days, we will need to shorten the spring break.   
 
As I communicated previously, our district is prepared to deliver instruction remotely should we 
need to close for an extended period of time beyond this coming week. Administrators and 
teachers have worked very hard to ensure we have continuity of instruction in the event we need 
to close for an extended period of time.    
 
There is a lot of stress and fear surrounding the current situation our world is facing. That stress 
and fear goes way beyond the possible medical impacts of the virus itself - but to the changes we 
all are facing; with our children, our other relatives, our students, our jobs, and our schedules. It is 
more important than ever that we support one another. 
 
I will update you throughout the week with any new information. Thank you for your continued 
patience and understanding. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kusum 
 
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools   


